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STATISTIC/iL  1959* 


Area  :  “  3/830  acres. 

Population  :  26,260, 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  :  8,239. 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  :  £983. 

Rateable  Vatlue  ;  £244, 34A. 


General  Rate 
Birth  Rate 


Death  Rate 


:  20/- 

15.004  (Crude) 

13.95  (standardised) 

16.5  (England  and  Wales) 

14.09  (Crude) 

10.71  (standardised) 

11.6  (England  and  Yfales) 


Infantile  Death  Rate,  per  1,000  Births 

England  and  Wales 


17.77 

22.0 


Deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  :  1 

from  other  Tuberculosis  Diseases  :  Nil, 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  :  ,038 

from  other  Tuberculosis  Diseases  Nil, 


Average  Death  Rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  for  ten 
previous  years  :  .239. 

Average  Death  Rate  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  for  ten 
previous  years  :  ,029 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  lE/iLTH 


FOR  THE  lEAR  1959. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sedgley  Urban  District  Council* 


Mr,  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

As  Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  I  have  the  honour  to  submit 
my  /Annual  Report  for  1959  >  incorporating  the  Report  of  your  Public  Health 
Inspector, 


The  Report  is  in  accordance  -with  the  requirements  of  Ministry 
of  Health  Circular  l/60  and  follows  the  same  general  lines  as  last  year  with 
appropriate  observations  in  relation  to  the  public  health  of  the  district. 

It  is  fitting  that  an  Annual  Report  besides  being  informative 
as  to  vital  statistics  and  other  public  health  activities  in  your  district, 
should  also  be  informative  on  subjects  of  interest  at  the  mornent  in  the  field 
of  preventive  medicine,  I  refer  to  such  subjects  in  the  body  of  my  report 
under  a  general  public  health  section  of  same. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  health  of  your  urban  district 
has  on  the  ^Ah-ole  been  satisfactory  apart  from  a  very  heavy  incidence  of  Measles, 
which  is  in  keeping  with  the  biennial  trend  of  this  disease. 

There  iiere  also  twenty  cases  of  dysentery  but  18  of  them  were 
in  a  closed  community,  viz:-  in  Burton  Road  Hospital  and  outside  jurisdiction; 
the  other  two  -were  sporadic  cases  in  related  households. 

There  was  also  one  case  of  paralytic  poliomyelitis  in  a  young 
man.  He  had  not  been  vaccinated  against  the  disease. 

The  predominating  causes  of  adult  death  continue  to  be  heart 
diseatse,  intracranial  and  vascular  lesions,  cancer  and  bronchitis. 

Cancer  of  lung  and  bronchus  were  6  as  against  5  last  year, 
and  Cancer  all  forms  42,  same  as  last  year, 

,  Deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  have  fallen  from  3  to  1 

this  year. 


Birth  and  Death  rates  for  the  district  and  the  country  as  a 
whole  are  given  in  Tables  on  other  pages  of  the  Report. 

In  respect  of  infantile  mortality  rate  there  has  been  a  marked 
and  v^relcome  fall  from  34«09  to  17,77  per  thousand  live  births, 

•> 

Your  Council  is  to  be  comnended  for  their  intention  to  sweep 
away  old  and  substandard  dv/elling  houses  and  to  effect  clearance  of  congested 
areas,  both  of  which  are  the  sine  qua  non  requirements  of  a  healthy  environment. 

Advances  in  surgical  technique  and  recent  antibiotic 
discoveries  in  medicine  have  brought  both  of  those  fields  very  much  into  the 
lin-e light,  and  rightly  too,  because  it  is  the  curative  aspect  that  appeals  to 
the  sufferer.  But  that  does  not  by  one  iota  detract  from  the  importance  of 
preventive  medicine,  so  many  ailiiBnts  and  diseases  being  avoidable.  Individuals 
can  do  a  great  deal  for  themselves  in  the  way  of  avoiding  disease  or  protecting 
themselves  from  it. 
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It  is  therefore  from  this  point  of  view  that  I  v/elcome  the 
help  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  is  giving  in  the  direction  of 
promoting  the  maintenance  of  health  by  the  extensive  range  of  posters  bearing 
on  health  and  the  ravages  wrought  by  germs  of  disease,  v/hich  they  issue  in 
return  for  your  annual  subscription. 

Your  subscription  to  the  Bilston  and  District  Family  Planning 
Clinic  I  also  consider  merited  in  respect  of  the  value  of  the  medical  advice 
that  is  sought  and  given. 

As  a  further  step  in  the  care  of  the  elderly,  consideration  is 
now  being  given  to  the  setting  up  of  a  chiropody  service,  a  very  essential  one. 
The  Local  Health  Authority,  i.e, ,  the  County,  has  powers  under  Section  28  (i) 
of  the  N,H,S,  Act  to  establish  such  a  service  and  has  signified  its  intention 
to  do  so. 


Standards  of  hygiene  and  measures  for  the  protection  of  feod 
supplies  have  received  the  close  attention  of  your  Public  Health  Inspectors 
throughout  the  year  and  this  is  as  it  should  be  as  the  public  health  service  is 
essentially  a  preventive  one  ani  coiimunities  owe  much  to  the  vigilance  of 
public  health  inspectors  to  ensure  the  wholesomeness  of  their  food  supplies. 

In  respect  of  the  general  sanitar^^  conditions  of  the  district 
they  are  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 

In  making  that  observation  I  am  not  forgetful  of  the  complaints 
that  have  been  made  in  respect  of  the  Cotv/allend  -  Catholic  Lane  area.  It  is 
regretted  that  the  complaints  were  not  made  to  myself  direct  or  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector,  when  appropriate  investigation  and  action  could  have 
been  taken  at  the  tiir^e. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  there  should  be  such  a  density  of 
attractive  and  modern  dwellings  in  the  area  under  criticism, 

/md  this  same  density  of  property  gives  this  undesirable 
density  of  dumbv/'ells  which  has  occasioned  the  complaints. 

The  housing  development  in  this  locality  has  been  piecemeal  and 
sporadic,  Notwd.thstanding  that  the  developers  vrere  in  full  knowledge  that  there 
was  no  sewerage  system  in  situ  at  the  time  of  building  they  were  nevertheless 
keen  to  develop  in  spite  of  the  loiov/ledge  that  they  would  be  on  a  dumbwell 
system  of  sewerage  disposal.  Having  accepted  that  system  however,  does  not 
rule  out  the  desirability  to  have  them  emptied  regularly  or  when  offensive 
conditions  arise;  and  that  would  appear  to  be  the  crux  of  the  complaint. 

As  to  the  absence  of  a  se'werage  disposal  system  for  the  area  and 
the  steps  being  taken  to  provide  one,  your  Engineer  and  Surveyor  gives  a  full 
explanation  in  his  report  incorporated  in  the  appropriate  section  of  my  annual 
report. 


As  to  there  having  been  "more  outbreaks  of  epidemics  in  this 
area"  than  in  any  other  in  the  district  I  refute  this  in  toto.  The  only 
epidemic  in  the  v/hole  lurban  district  for  the  year  was  one  of  measles  v^hen 
there  were  A4-7  cases  and  this  high  incidence  is  a  biennial  feature  of  measles; 
and  of  this  total  it  is  interesting  and  relevant  to  point  out  that  there  were 
only  three  cases  of  measles  in  the  area  in  question. 

As  regards  the  provision  of  a  Clinic  and  Infant  Welfare  Centre 
in  Lower  Gornal,  it  is  gratif3d.ng  to  knov/  that  the  unsatisfactory  conditions 
that  have  existed  now  for  many  years  are  soon  to  be  terminated.  The  new 
building  in  Bull  Street  is  now  approaching  completion.  It  is  ’.veil  sited  and 
attractive.  Provision  of  separate  rooms  for  ante-natal  supervision,  dental 
treatment,  infant  welfare  and  roinor  ailments  has  been  made.  There  are  also 
doctors  rooms,  a  lecture  hall,  perambulator  accommodation,  reception  office,  and 
provision  for  the  sale  of  milk  foods,  etc. 
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I  convey  iny  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  your  Health 
ComiTiittee  for  their  support  throughout  the  year  and  conrnond  their  v/atchfulness 
as  to  the  sanitary  conditions  of  your  urban  district. 

As  much  ill-health  can  result  from  unsatisfactory  and  adverse 
housing  conditions  I  am  also  appreciative  of  the  consideration  given  by  your 
Housing  and  Tenancies  Committees  to  cases  I  have  referred  to  them  on  medical 
grounds* 


I  thank  the  local  medical  practitioners  for  their  continued 
co-operation  in  giving  me  notice  of  infectious  diseases, 

I  record  my  appreciation  of  the  efficient  services  of  all 
your  Public  Health  Inspectors  throughout  the  year. 

I  am  glad  to  have  this  yearly  opportunity  of  thanking  your 
Clerk  for  advice  on  points  which  have  arisen  from  time  to  time,  I  am  also 
indebted  to  your  Surveyor  for  his  co-operation,  and  to  all  other  colleagues 
administrative  and  clerical, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.B.  MACKENZIE, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


September, 
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GENERAL  moVISION  OF  HEALTH  ^RVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


The  Medical  Officer  of  HeaJ-th  holds  office  in  virtue  of  a  joint 
appointment  by  the  Sedgley  Urban  District  Council,  the  Tettenhall  Urban  District 
Council,  and  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  on  a  time  distribution  basis  of 
5/llths,  filths  and  A/llths  respectively. 

As  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Urban  District  his  duties 
are  those  laid  do'vm  under  the  various  Public  Health  Acts  and  Regulations,  in 
short  to  inform  himself  of  all  matters  likely  to  affect  the  health  of  the 
Urban  District  and  to  advise  the  Council  in  such  matters  and  to  make  an 
Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  health  of  the 
district. 


As  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  he  undertakes  such  School 
Medical  Inspections,  Minor  Mlment  School  Clinics,  Immunisation  Sessions  and 
Ivlaternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  in  the  Urban  District  as  may  be  directed 
by  the  County  Authority, 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  is  a  full  time  appointment  by  the 
district  authority.  He  is  a  qualified  Meat  and  Food  Inspector,  Under  the 
general  direction  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  he  performs  all  the  duties 
imposed  on  a  Pjblic  Health  Inspector  by  statute  and  by  any  orders,  regulations 
or  directions  from  time  to  time  mads  or  given  by  the  Minister,  and  by  any 
byelaws  or  instructions  of  the  local  authority  applicable  to  his  office.  He 
is  assisted  in  his  duties  by  two  additional  Health  Inspectors. 

Public  Health  and  Sanitary  matters  are  brought  forward  in  the 
Public  Health  Coninittee,  iMiile  Housing  and  Rehousing  matters  are  dealt  with  in 
the  Housing  Committee  and  the  Housing  (Tenancies)  Committee,  These  three 
Conardttees  meet  once  monthly. 

There  are  four  Health  Visitors,  three  District  Nurses  and  three 
liidvdves,  all  under  the  direction  of  the  County  Council, 

In  accordance  with  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
the  following  services  are  provided  by  the  Local  Health  Authority,  namely  the 
County  Council,  the  organisation  and  administration  being  in  the  hands  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Health  Centres, 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children, 

Midmfery, 

Health  Visiting, 

Home  Nursing, 

Vq.ccination  and  Immunisation, 

/imbulance  Service, 

Prevention  of  Illness,  care  and  after  care. 

Domestic  Help, 

Mental  Health  Services, 

With  the  exception  of  Provision  of  HeaJ  th  Centres,  all  the 
required  services  are  being  provided  within  the  /krea. 

There  will  probably  be  some  delegation  of  Part  III  functions 
and  other  powers  to  the  district  autliority  in  the  near  future. 


SCHOOL  HE/iLTH  SERVICES. 


The  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  is  provided  by  the 
County  Council  who  have  also  established  Ophthalmic,  Dental  and  Orthopaedic 
Clinics,  The  various  age  groups  are  examined  periodically  and  from  the 
School  Inspections  referred  to  these  Clinics  or  to  the  General  Practitioner  if 
so  required. 
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In  c3ases  of  Infectious  Disease,  and  if  deemed  necessary,  special 
steps  are  taken  in  conjunction  v/ith  the  School  Authorities  to  exclude  scholars 
TAh-o  have  been  in  contact  mth  such  disease*  Protective  measures  and  isolation 
are  furthermore  under  the  direction  of  the  Health  Department,  .1 

The  School,  Dental,  Har,  Nose  and  Throat,  and  Eye  Clinics 
provided  in  the  Urban  District  are  given  in  a  separate  table  together  vdth 
sessions  for  Speech  Therapy  and  physiotherapy, 

A-IA3ERNITY  im  CHILD  VELFARS, 

The  Staffordshire  County  Council  maintains  /nte-Natal  and  Child 
V/elfare  Centres  in  the  Sedgley,  Upper  Gornal  and  Lower  Gornal  areas.  The 
Regional  Hospital  Board  provides  in  addition,  /nte-Natal  Clinics  in  their  own 
Hospitals  and  Departments  in  the  Y/olverharapton,  Dudley  and  Birmingham  areas 
viiich  are  easily  accessible  to  the  population  of  the  Urban  District, 

The  Rosemary  Ednam  Maternity  Home  which  forms  part  of  the 
Burton  Road  Hospital,  and  V/ordsley  Hospital,  are  under  the  a.dmini  strati  on  of 
the  Regioml  Hospital  Board,  They  provide  accoranodation  for  cases  referred  or 
booked  from  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  or  by  General  Practitioners,  Gases  vdshing 
to  remain  at  home  are  delivered  by  the  County  Midwives,  who,  if  so  required, 
can  call  for  the  obstetric  assistance  of  a  General  Practitioner, 

The  Staffordshire  County  Council  also  provides  for  the  care 
and  treatment  of  deformed,  mentally  sub-normal  and  handicapped  children.  These 
cases  are  selected  from  School  Medical  Inspections  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics 
or  referred  by  General  Practitioners,  Illegitimate,  homeless  or  neglected 
children  are  provided  for  in  the  Nurseries,  Children’s  Homes  and  Remand  Homes 
of  the  County, 


NATION//L  /iSSIST/mGE  ACT*  1948. 

Since  the  passing  of  this  Act  the  former  Public  Assistance 
Services  ceased  and  were  taJcen  over  by  the  National  Assistance  Board  under  the 
liinistry  of  National  Insurance,  The  functions  of  the  Relieving  Officers  have 
therefore  been  discontinued  and  replaced  by  the  Officers  of  the  National 
Assistance  Board,  The  National  Assistance  Board  holds  no  office  in  the  Sedgley 
Urban  District, 

As  under  the  National  Health  Insurance  everyone  is  now 
medically  insured,  tlie  medical  supervision  and  treatment  of  necessitous  cases 
has  become  the  responsibility  of  the  Medical  Practitioners  and  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  Other  classes  of  necessitous  cases,  such  as  homeless, 
abandoned,  or  neglected  individuals  are  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Y/elfare 
/iuthorities. 


HOSPIT/ILS* 

/i-dministration  of  Hospitals  and  Specialist  Services  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board, 

The  Hospitals  ,and.  SpeciaJ.ist  Departments  serving  the  district 
and  easily  accessible,  are  those  of  Wolverhampton,  Dudley  and  Birmingham, 

Hospital  treatment  for  cases  suffering  Prom  Infectious  Disease 
and  in  need  of  such  treatment  is  provided  in  Moxley  Hospital, 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Institutions  are  niaintained  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  for 
the  treatncnt  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis,  The  visiting  of 
Tuberculous  patients  in  relation  to  their  care  and  after-care  is  under  the 
administration  of  the  County  Council,  Chest  Clinics  are  situated  at  Dudley  and 
Vfolverhanpton  and  several  sanatoria  are  available. 


LAEQR/iTORY  FACILITIES. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations  are  made  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  in  Stafford, 

CLUflCS  /IIP  TREiYH;ISIiT  CEIfTRES. 

1.  THE  QU/iDR/iNT,  SlDCrEY. 

/l^TE-NAT/iL  CLIHIC. 

Friday  morning  fortnightly, 

CHILD  \iELP/RE  CLINIC, 

Wednesday  afternoon  weekly,  ■' 

SCHOOL  CLINIC, 

Wednesday''  morning  fortnightly, 

SIEECH  THER/JPY, 

Tuesday  all  day  v/eekly,  ... 

DENC/IL  GLUTIC, 

Saturday  morning  weekly, 

PHYSIOTHER/iPY. 

Friday  afternoon  weekly, 

2.  BIE/iKHOUSE,  UPFER  CARNAL, 

/NTE-Ni.T/L  CLINIC. 

Friday  morning  fortnightly. 

CHILD  VELF/iRE  CLINIC. 

Tuesday  afternoon  v/eekly, 

SCHOOL  CLIi'TIC. 

Tuesday  morning  weekly, 

D'YE  CLINIC. 

Periodically, 

E.N.T.  Clinic, 

Periodically, 

3.  LO,®R  GORI'J/dj. 

CHILD  YELFARE  CLINIC, 

Friday  afternoon  weekly, 

SCHOOL  CLINIC. 

Friday  morning  fortnightly. 

The  days  and  times  at  vvhich  Clinics  are  held  are  liable 
to  alteration  from  year  to  year, 

/JEA  VELF/iRE  OFFICER  -  lir,  R.C,  Cox,  6A  Birch  Street,  YYolverhampton, 
CHILD  mLBVJE  OFI'^ICER  -  Miss  WLite,  133  Tettenhall  Road,  Y/olver harapton, 
SOCLL  WORKER  -  Miss  Burd,  Old  Police  Buildings,  Dudley. 
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NATION/JL  ASSISTi\r^CE  ACTS,  19kS  and  1931. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  exercise  powers  under  Section  47 
of  the  Act  which  deals  vdth  the  care  of  the  aged  and  infirm  persons  incapable 
of  looking  after  themselves* 


DOI/ESTIC  IE  IP  aiRVICS. 


The  number  of  Domestic  Helps  wHo  gave  service  in  the  Urban 
District  during  the  year  was  11,  The  number  of  Neighbourly  Helps  employed 
was  3* 


BffiUL/J'JCES. 


The  Ambulance  Services  are  operated  by  the  County  Council,  The 
movement  of  all  sitting  and  stretcher  cases  is  controlled  by  Tipton  Station 
(Telephone  number  Birch  Street,  Tipton,  5121-2-3) •  Radio  is  fitted  to 
approximately  75/^  of  the  vehicles  and  intercommunication  and  contact  is 
operated  throu^  Tipton,  This  should  contribute  to  the  speeding-up  of  the 
service. 


The  movement  of  Infectious  Diseases,  with  the  exception  of 
Smallpox,  is  also  dealt  with  through  Tipton, 


SEDCIEY  MORTUARY. 


The  new  Mortuary  is  now  under  construction. 

The  number  admitted  to  the  existing  mortuary  during  the  year 

was  23* 
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VIT/iL  ST/iJISTIGS 


Is.  Is.  TOT/iL. 

....... 

LIVE  BIRTHS  .  .  ...  218  I76  _  394 

Legitimatq  ^  215  171  386 

Illogitimte  3  5  8 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  (Crude)  . .  •••  •••  15*004 

Standardised  Birth  Rate  ,,,  . . .  •  13*95 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent*  of  total  live  births  •••  •••  ••*  2*03 

Still -births. .  «... . .  ...  ,,,  ...  ...  . *  •••  9 

Still -birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still-Births.  •••  •••  •••  •••  22.33 

Total  Live  and  Still-births.,  •••  •••  ..,  ...  . .  403 

Infant  Deaths  . .  ....  ...  ...  ...  •••  .••  7 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births.  ••«  ...  ...  ...  •••  *  17*77 

Legitimate  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  .**  18,13 

Illegitimate  Infant  Mortality, Rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Neo-natal  (first  four  weeks)  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ,.*  5*08 

Early  Neo-natal  ibrtality  Rate  (deaths  under  one  week) 

per  thousand"  live  births  . .  ,,,  ,*•  5*08 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week 

combined)  per  thousand  total  live  and 

still  births  . .  •*•  ***  •*•  27.29 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  abortion) .  •••  •••  *,.  **•'  1 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still -births  ...  *..  ...  2,1+8 

r.  •  •  . 

Deaths  '  190  180  ■  370 

•s  »  -  . 

Death  Rate  (Crude)  . .  ,,,  ...  . . . . *  14*09 

f  *  ,  • 

Standardised  Death  Rate ,  ***.,*•*  •••  *••  *•*  .**  ***  •*•  •••  10,71 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all“ages)  .,.  ...  ...  ***  •••  **•  *••  •*•  38 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ***  •••  •*•  ***  •*•  Nil 

Deaths  from  Vdiooping  Cough  (all  ages),  ••*..  ***..  •••  •••  ••• 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  -■  2 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

k. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9* 

10. 

11* 

12. 

13. 

14. 
13. 
16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


CAUSES  OF  lE/JH  DURING  THE  IE/lR  1959. 

. . 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory . ...  ...  1 

Tuberculosis,  other  . .  ...  ••• 

Syphilitic  disease  . . .  ...  ...  ...  1 

Diphtheria  . .  ,,,  ...  ...  ...  •••  -• 

'1/Yhodping  cough.  . .  ...  ...  ... 

Meningococcal -inf ect ions.  ^  ...  ...  ...  •••  ... 

Acute  poliomyelitis.  ...  ...  ...  . .  ...  - 

Measles, ••  ...  ...  .«•  ...  •••  •••  ... 

Other  infective ' and  parasitic  diseases.,  ...  ...  2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach, ,,  ...  ,,,  ...  ...  4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus,  ...  ...  5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ...  ...  ...  ••• 

Ifelignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

.-Other  malignant  •&  lymphatic  neoplasms  ..  ...  12 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia, , ,  .  ...  ...  1 

Diabetes,,  ...  ,,,  .,.  ,,,  ...  ...  ...  .,,  1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system . .  21 

■Coronary  disease,  angina  ,,,  ...  24 

Hypertension  Vvlth  heart  disease  ,,,  ,.,  ... 

Other -heart  disease,  .,.  ,,,  ...  ..,  ..,  .,.  44 

Other  circulatory  disease  ,,,  ,,,  ...  .,,  ...  5 

Influenza,  . .  ,,,  ,,,  ,,.  •••  ,..  10 

Pneumonia,  ‘  ,,,  .,,  .^.  ...  ...  . .  •••  3 

Bronchitis  .  ,.,  . .  20 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ...  ...  2 

G-astritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea.  ,,.  ...  ...  1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis, ,  ...  1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate . .  . .  3 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Congenital' raalfomations, ,  . .  ...  ...  4 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases,, ,  ...  ...  15 

Motor  vehicle  accident s...  ...  .,,  ..,  ...  •..  1 

All  other  accidents.,  ...  .,.  •..  ...  .••  5 

Suicide . .  . .  •••  1 

HoiTiicide  and  operations  of  war,  ...  ...  ...  «.. 


P. 


1 

3 

3 

10 

3 

30 

11 

7 

53 

10 

7 

3 

6 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

21 

1 

2 


190 


180 
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BIRTH  R/iTES. 


Year 

SEDGIEY 

England 

:  Number  of 

BIRTH  RATE 

&  Wales 

^  Births 

Cru.de 

Standardised 

Birth 

1950 

1  327 

14*27 

Rate 

15.8 

1  1951 

;  373 

16.09 

— 

15.5 

1  1952 

329 

14.11 

— 

15.3 

1  1953 

i  312 

13. 18 

— 

15.5 

1  1954 

i  304 

12.74 

— 

15.2 

1  1955 

1  293 

12. 34 

— 

15.0 

1956 

i  345 

Di..  29 

13.58 

15.7 

1  1957 

^  385 

15.62 

15.15 

16.1 

1958 

i  352 

13. 89 

13.47 

16.4 

:  1959 

394 

15.00 

13.95 

16.5 

BE/iTH  R/.TES. 


Year 

SEDGIEl 

* 

England 

:  Number  of 

lE/TH  R/1.TE 

&  Wales 

Deaths 

Crude 

Standard!  sed 

Death 

Rate 

1950 

i  251 

?  10,95 

— 

11*6 

1951 

i  293 

(  12.6t 

— 

12.5 

1952 

j  260 

;  11.15 

— 

11*3 

1953 

i  677 

i  28*6 

— 

11.4  ; 

1954 

1  742 

i  31.09 

— 

11.3 

1955 

726 

1  30.58 

— 

11*7 

1956 

1  642 

1  26.605 

10.90 

11.7 

1957 

I  592 

!  24.01 

11*28 

11.5 

1958 

1  458 

i  18.06 

10.48 

11.7 

1959 

370 

:  14.06 

10*71 

11.6 

Note:-  In  respect  of  the  3'-ears  1533  to  1939  inclusive  the  sharp 
increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  and  in  the  crude  death 
rate  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  deaths  in  Burton 
Road  Hospital  of  residents  over  6  months  have  to  be 
accepted*  Previous  to  ].953  such  deaths  in  Burton  Road 
Hospital  v^re  not  allocated  to  Sedgley,  ■  The  crude  death 
rate  figures  for  1933  1939  might  therefore  be 

disregarded  for  comparison  purposes  and  the  standardised 
death  rates  accepted  for  future  years* 
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ZKFMTIIE  MORT/^ITY  1959. 


Nett  Deaths  from  causes  stated  at  various  ages  under  one  year  of  age* 


CAUSE  OP  lE/iTH 

Under  1  week  i 

1  to  2  weeks 

W 

O 

o 

•p 

OsJ 

O 

-t 

o 

-p 

TOT/iL  under 

1  month 

CO 

XJ 

o 

KN 

o 

P> 

H 

3  to  6  months 

6  to  9  months  ; 

9  to  12  months 

^  S 

;  -4 

Sh 

•  EH  ^ 
i  O  2 
i  Eh  P 

Atelectasis 

1 

- 

1 

- 

~ 

~ 

1 

Hy'Irops  Poetalis 

1 

- 

~ 

1 

- 

- 

- 

-> 

1  1 

Congenital  Heart 
Disease 

- 

— 

— 

2 

•• 

•• 

i  2 

Spina  Bifida 

- 

- 

~ 

- 

~ 

1 

- 

1  1 

Compulsions 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

1 

1  1 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

■> 

-  ■ 

- 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

1 

- 

1  1 

■  '■ 

2 

2 

2 

- 

2 

1 

1  7 

OHiTHAIi''IIA  KEONATQRmi. 

No  case  of  the  disease  was  notified  in  the  Sedgley 
Urban  District  during  the  year^  nor  have  any  cases  been  recorded  in 
the  urban  district  for  many  years,  a  situation  that  reflects  on  the 
efficiency  of  the  midvdves* 


INF/iITTIIE  MgRT/iLITY  RATES. 


Sedgley 

England  | 

&  VfaJLes 

;  Year 

Births 

Deaths  •; 

Rate  per 

1,000  Births, 

Rate  per  | 

1,000  Births! 

1  1950 

327 

17  i 

51.98 

29.8  ! 

1  1951 

373 

10  i 

26,81 

29.6 

1952 

329 

9  1 

27-35 

27.6  ! 

1  1953 

312 

6  ; 

19.23 

26,8 

1954 

304 

13 

42.76 

,  25.5  1 

1  1955 

293 

13  i 

44.37 

24.9 

1956 

345 

10  : 

28.98 

23.8  1 

1957 

385 

IS ,  ; 

46.75 

23.0 

1958 

352 

12 

34.09 

22,5 

1959 

394 

7 

17.77 

22.0 

Prom  the  Table  it  vail  be  observed  that  there  Vircre 
3S4  births,  the  highest  number  in  the  ten  years  recorded;  and  in 
relation  to  this  higher  number  of  births  it  vdll  be  observed  that  the 
Mortality  Rate  17«77  is  the  lowest  recorded  in  the  decade. 

This  mfirked  reduction  in  rate  from  last  year  is  welcomed 
but  as  I  pointed  out  last  year  the  rate  would  appear  to  oscillate 
strongly  from  year  to  year  and  that  in  a  sna.ll  community  it  would  be 
preferable  to  disregard  rates  and  to  make  comparison  and  comments  on 
the  actual  number  of  deaths;  and  the  number  of  deaths  for  this 
year  has  fallen  from  12  to  7  which  is  in  the  right  direction  as  the 
rate  for  the  country  as  a  v^rhole  continues  to  fall. 
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PREVi'ilENCB  OF,  MD  CONTROL  OVER,  mPSCTIOUS  /iND  OTHER  DISEASES 


The  prevalence  of  notifiable  diseases  during  the  year  shov/s  a 
marked  increase  on  last  year,  the  number  of  notifications  being  495  as  against 
46  last  year* 

Scarlet  Fever, 


4  cases  notified  compared  mth  I4  during  1958, 

V/hooping  Cough, 

4  cases  notified  during  the  year,  compared  viith  1  case  for 
the  previous  year,' 

Measles, 


24i-7  cases  notified  as  against  12  during  1958* 

Pneuiiionia, 

17  cases  were  notified  compared  with  14  for  the  previous  year. 
Dysentery  ~  Sonne. 


20  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  18  of  the  cases 
notified  occurred  in  a  General  Hospital  in  the  district  in  an  old  peoples 
ward,  a  closed  cciuiunity,  and  outside  my  jurisdiction. 

Nevertheless  I  investigated  the  outbreak  from  the  angle  of 
outside  visitors.  Visiting  was  stopped.  The  Plospital  welcomed  my 
co-operation  with  them  in  bringing  the  outbreak  under  early  control. 

The  kitchen  staff  and  ward  food  handlers  'wsre  found  all 
clear.  The  outbreak  ^WDuld  therefore  appear  to  have  been  of  the  nature  of 
a  cross-infection. 

The  other  two  cases  occurred  in  related  households,  one 
in  a  young  child  and  the  other  in  a  grandmother  of  the  child.  She  had 
assisted  in  the  washing  of  the  child’ s  soiled  clothing.  The  possibility  of 
food  poisoning  was  investigated  but  with  negative  result. 

Poliomyelitis. 


This  Yia.s  an  isolated  case  and  occurred  in  a  young  man, 
25  years  of  age.  He  had  not  been  vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis. 

Recovery  was  slow  but  there  has  been  no  incapacitating 
residual  paralysis, 

C/iSES  AmiTTElD  TO  HOSFIT/iL, 

The  total  number  of  cases  admitted  to  Hospital  for 
Infectious  Diseases  were:- 

M0ra:Y  HOSPITAL. 

Scarlet  Fever  , , , 

Broncho  Pneumonia, 

Pneumonia  , , ,  , . , 

Puerperal  I^rexia, 

Dysentery  . 

Gastro-enteritis, . 

Laryngo  -  tracheitis 
Cellutitis, , ,  ,,, 

H/iYISY  GREEN  HOSPIT/iL. 

Sonne  Dysentery...  . .  5 

Chicken-Pox. •  . .  ,,,  1 

Broncho -Pneumonia,  , , .  . , ,  1 


4 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 
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LITTIE  BROI'RVIGII  HOSPIT/^. 

Dysentery  .  9 

Paralytic  Poliomyelitis,  1 


S\YADS  /iND  SiffiCII'.SNS  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory:  ~ 


Sputa  Swabs  •••  •••  •••  •••  ,,,  63 

Cultures  for  Myco-Tuberculosis.  •••  77 

Throat  Swabs  ,,,  ,,,  4 

Laryngeal  S\i/abs . 2 

Tonsil  Svrab  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  . .  1 

Pleural  Fluid. ,,  . . .  ,,,  ,,,  2 

Pork. ,  ...  ,,,  . .  1 

Faeces  . . .  ...  . .  3 


The  great  majority  of  these  sputa  swabs  were  submitted  by 
the  Tuberculosis  Officer, 

Sdtl/iLL-POX. 

Cases  of  suspected  Small-pox  are  notified  to  ttie  Small-pox 
Consultant  in  cases  of  doubt  who  then  takes  further  charge  of  the  disposal 
of  the  case.  Local  protective  and  preventive  measures  are  under  the 
direction  of  the  Health  Departirient, 

QEmmL  HEASURSS. 


School  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  are  received  by 
the  Health  Department  and  carefully  studied  for  any  features  necessitating 
prompt  action  and  location, 

\^en  desirable,  the  schools  are  disinfected,  and  terminal 
disinfection  of  prci-iises  and  articles  which  have  been  exposed  to  infection 
carried  out,  ^  Cancer  and  other  cases  of  long  standing  disease  are  dealt 
with  on  request, 

•  *  s»  j 

Disinfection  is  carried  out  by  the  use  of  formaa,dehyde  lamps 
and  disinfection  fluid. 


DISBIFECTIOH  OF  CONT/d;IIH/iTED  CLOTHING-  MD  BSDDING-. 

/\n  arrangement  exists  vnth  the  Public  Health  Dex^artment, 
Dudley,  for  the  disinfection  of  contaminated  clothing  and  bedling  if  the 
need  should  arise. 


VACCINATION  /iHD  L.EOTISATION, 


The  County  Council  does  not  provide  for  a  Vaccination 
Centre  in  Sedgley,  but  arrangements  can  be  made  with  the  Medical  Practitioners 
by  those  vlio  wish  themselves  or  their  children  vaccinated. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  V/hooping  Cough  and 
Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  is  undertaJeen  in  the  Child  'welfare  and  School 
Clinics,  Y;hile  special  Immunisation  Sessions  in  Schools  provide  for  an 
increase  in  the  immunity  of  the  child  population.  The  administration  of 
Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  is  in  the  hands  of  the  /irea  Office  at  Brierley  Hill, 

With  the  advent  of  Poliomyelitis  vaccine,  and  being  in 
good  supply,  iriTiiunisation  sessions  have  been  held  in  all  the  schools  in  the 
area  and  at  the  Clinics  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

We  have  continued  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  oxjportunity  given 
by  the  Central  Council  of  Information  to  place  advertisements  in  the  local- 
press  in  order  to  stimulate  Diphtheria  Immunisation, 
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The  folloT-ving  information  hats  been  supplied  by  the  Brier  ley 
Hill  Area  Health  Office:- 


SI\iALL-FOX  -  Vaccinations  performed  during  1959* 


Number  vaccinated 

?r  ti 


u  tt 

tl  t! 


•  f  • 

•  t  • 

•  •  • 

,  ♦  •  • 


under  1  year  ••  • 
1  to  4  years  •• • 
5  to  14  years  ••• 
Over  15  years  ••• 


138 

18 

9 

8 


173 


Number  re-vaccinated  ,  Over  15  years. 


5 


DUHTHBRIA  -  Immunisation, 

Children  of  school  age  who  completed  the  full 

course  of  injections  at  31s’fc  December,  1959, 

i,e,  children  bom  1945  ~  1954  inclusive,  3,^44 

Children  under  5  years  at  31st  Dec,  1959  immunised  946 

Total  number  of  children  who  have  received 

primary  immunisation  during  1959  336 

Number  \’vho  have  had  a  reinforcing  injection 

duririg  1959  369 

TOOPINC  COUCH, 

Number  of  children  inmunised  during  the  year 
ending  31st  December  1959 


Under  5  years  of  age  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  183 

Prom  5  to  14  years,,  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  •••  2 

185 


PQLIQIIYSLITIS. 


The  information  given  here  is  in  respect  of  the  whole  area 
covered  by  the  Brier ley  Hill  Area  Health  Committee, 

Approximately  JOfo  of  children  aged  8  months  to  15  years  were 
immunised  during  1959* 
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AGE-GROUPS  AND  LOCALITY  -  DISTRIBUTION  OP  INPECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(excluding  Tuberculosis)  Notified  in  1959* 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  number  of  new  cases  notified  for  the  year  v/as  1? 
pulmonary  as  against  10  pulmonary  in  1958* 


IvIEW  C/ISES 
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lEARLY  FIGURES  FOR  'THE  LAST  lECAIE. 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS  ; 

REAR 

Rilraonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1930 

22 

2 

6 

3 

1931 

17 

3  . 

6 

1  1 

1932 

16 

3 

11 

-  i 

1933 

26 

1 

3 

2  ! 

1934 

13 

1  ' 

7 

- 

1933 

i  18 

- 

3 

mm 

1956 

17 

3 

~ 

1937 

9 

1. 

2 

1  1 

1958 

10 

— 

3 

~ 

1939 

17 

- 

1 

- 

Deaths  are  in  relation  to  the  total  munber  of 
notified  cases  on  the  register. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  REGISCER 


At  the  end  of  the  year  our  Register  counted  I76  cases  of 
pulr.ionary  and  9  cases  of  non-pulmoriary  Tuberculosis, 

OBSERVATIONS, 

Deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  still  continue  to  shov\r  a 
marked  fall.  Early  detection  and  the  efficacy  of  chemotherapy  have 
contributed  much  to  this;  but  on  the  other  hand  the  incidence  and 
notification  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  shows  little  or  no  diminuition  from 
year  to  year,  and  in  respect  of  tliis  year  there  is  an  increase  of  7  on 
the  register. 


Number  on  Register  31st  December  1958  154 


New  cases . .  .  ,,,  .17 

Inward  transfers  from  other  districts  9 

2^ 

Less  cases  removed  from  register  4 


Balance  to  be  added  to  last  year’ s 

register  number 


22 


Number  on  register  31st  December  1959 


176 


Mass  radiography  contributes  to  the  detecting  of  asymptomatic 
cases  -  that  is  to  say,  those  who  do  not  consider  themselves  ill  enough 
to  attend  their  doctor.  The  pressing  advice  of  health  visitors  to 
household  contacts  to  avail  themselves  of  chest  X-ray  facilities  also  helps 
to  discover  unsuspected  cases.  So  it  is  quite  understandable  that  above 
measures  are  contributing  to  increased  notification. 

The  incidence  v/ould  no\vadays  appear  to  be  higher  in  the 
older  age  groups,  particularly  amongst  men;  and  so  it  is  possible  that 
pools  of  unsuspected  infection  may  exist  in  households  vjhere  there  arc  other 
susceptible  younger  adults  and  children.  We  must  therefore  continue  to 
encourage  people  to  avail  themselves  of  mass  radiography  and  individual  chest 
x-ray  examination. 

It  is  therefore  for  those  reasons  I  record  my  appreciation  of 
the  co-operation  by  the  Housing  (Tenancies)  Committee  in  giving  priority  to 
my  housing  recommendations  in  respect  of  Tuberculosis  households  -  as  it 
is  from  such,  fresh  notifications  can  arise, 

SANITARY  CIRCmiSTAl'TCES  OP  THE  AREA. 


WATER  SUEFLY. 


The  Sedgley  Urban  District,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Goldthorn  Park  area,  is  supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks 
Company,  The  Goldthorn  Park  area  receives  its  supply  from  the  Wolverhampton 
Corporation  V^ater  Undertaking, 

I  am  indebted  to  J/Ir,  R,H,  Taylor,  B,Sc, ,  M,Inst,C,E,  and  to 
T/Ir,  Brian  L,  McMillan,  B,Sc,  ,  Ivl,  Inst,C.E, ,  the  respective  Engineers-in-Chief 
of  the  undemnentioned  undertaking,  for  the  follovdng  information, 

(a)  SOUTH  STAPFORDSHIIE  V/ATERY/ORKS  COMPANY, 

(i)  The  water  supply  to  the  area  has  been  satisfactory 
both  in  quality  and  quantity, 

Sedgley  district  is  supplied  vdth  water  from  service 
reservoirs  at  Dudley,  the  supply  to  v;hich  can  be 
maintained  from  four  pumping  stations  in  the  Smestovj^ 
Valley  and  two  pumping  stations  near  Lichfield, 
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(ii)  The  greater  part  of  the  water  supplied  to  Sedgley 
comes  from  two  of  the  Snestow  Valley  Stations. 
Chlorination  is  practised  at  both  Stations  but  owing 
to  practiceil  difficulties,  samples  of  the  ra’w  water 
are  not  obtainable. 

During  1939?  42  samples  were  taken  from  the  Sedgley 
elevated  storage  tanks,  21  samples  were  taken  from 
the  Reservoir  and  21  were  taken  from  the  Waterman’ s 
house  at  Sedgley,  Of  these  84  samples  78  v/ere  free 
from  all  types  of  coliform  bacteria. 

The  average  chemical  results  for  1939  of  the  21  samples 
from  the  Waterman’s  house  at  Sedgley  T;ere:- 


pH  ,9.  n • *  «•»  eo» 

Alkalinity  (CaCO,) 

Chlorides'  (cl 3  • « •  » o  • 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (n) 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen  (n) 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  (n)  ^ 

Oxygen  absorbed  (3  hr,  a.t  20  C), 


•  o  ^  9  m 


^  >  c 
Q  9  9 

•  99 

9  9  9 


7.2 

80  parts  per  million, 
37.3 

Trace 
Trace 
2.8 
.12 


Temporary  Hardness 

r  «  • 

c  9  9 

0  9  9 

9  9  0 

76 

Permanent  Hoordness 

9  C  V 

9  9  9 

0  9  6 

0  9  0 

63 

Total  Hai’dness 

0  c  9 

9  9  9 

0  9  9 

9  C  # 

139 

Iron  (Pe)  ..c  0,0 

0  0  9 

000 

9  9  Cl 

0  0  9 

Manganese  (ivti) 

0  ('  C 

COO 

0  » 

0  9  9 

Nil 

Zinc  ( Zn)  , , ,  ^ , 

»  c  t 

T  3 

>  9  C- 

0  0  9 

Nil 

Poisonous  MetoJ  s  (C. 

a  cS:  ib).. 

0  t  9 

9  9 

Nil 

F370O  Cl  wro 

r  9 

G  C  0 

0  0  9 

>09 

Nil 

>03 


(iii)  The  waters  are  not  liable  to  plumb o- solvency  and  the 

21  samples  from  tlie  Waterman-  s  house  were  all  free  from 
any  detectable  quantities  of  lead. 


(iv)  Chlorination  is  practised  at  most  of  the  pumping  stations 
as  a  precautionary  measure. 

In  cases  of  possible  contamination  in  the  event  of  burst 
or  damaged  mains,  emptying  reservoirs,  etc,  ,  emergency 
chlorination  is  performod.  Special  apparatus  and  staff 
arc  available  for  this  v/ork.  New  mains  etc.,  are  not 
brought  into  use  until  the  water  has  been  examined  and 
pronounced  satisfactory, 

(v)  The  follomng  a-^e  port d of  the  number  of  houses 
supplied  and  the  approximate  population:- 


TTq^o&3_s 

E  stimated 
Population 

(P 

Houses 

supplied  direct 

7037 

26,464 

Houses 

taps 

supielied  by  outside 
at  31st  DeC:,1939‘> 

303 

1,144 

7562 

27,908 

Note:  The  population  for  item  (a)  is  *  calculated  on 
a  basis  of  3-473  persons  per  house. 

Item  (b)  is  calculated  on  a  basis  of  2,86 
persons  per  house. 


(b)  WOLVERH/J.£PrON  CORPORATION  WATER  UNIERTAKPia 


The  water  supplied  by  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  ViTater 
Undertaking  to  the  Goldthom  Park  £irea  is  derived  from  a  number  of  sources 
of  supply  and  the  relative  properties  depend  on  the  part  of  the  district 
and  varying  circumstances, 

(i)  The  v;ater  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity 
and  quality, 

(ii)  The  follomng  is  a  summary  of  the  Bacteriological 
examination  of  water  going  into  distribution. 


Presumptive  Coli-aerogens  per  ml. 


UIUU  CJ.-  ux 

sample  s 
taken 

0 

1-2 

3-10 

Over  10 

366 

339 

11 

10 

6  1 

(iii)  The  v/ater  supplies  is  not  liable  to  have  plurabo- 
solvent  action, 

(iv)  There  has  been  no  knovn.  contamination  of  the  water 
supply  subsequent  to  leaving  the  v/orks, 

(v)  The  number  of  dvjelling  houses  in  the  Galdthorn  Park 
area  supplied  direct  is  1009  and  the  population 
thereof  estimated  at  3532,  None  are  supplied  by 
standpipe, 

SSYERAOS  AND  SEWACT)  DISPOS/iL. 

I  am  indebted  to  your  Surveyor,  itr,  Yv.M,  Jones,  B.Sc,  (Eng,), 
A,M, I,C,E,,  for  the  follov/ing  report 


SE\YERA(S , 

During  the  year,  foul  sewer  extensions  v;ere  carried  out  at 
Sandyfields  Road  and  Gorge  Road  which  resulted  in  14  cesspools  being 
dispensed  with. 


The  foul  sewerage  scheme  for  the  Cotwadlend-Catholic  Lane  area, 
which  included  a  pumping  station  to  pump  to  the  Gospel  End  Disposal  Works, 
could  not  be  carried  out  during  the  year.  Due  to  the  serious  overloading  of 
the  Disposal  Y/orks,  the  Severn  River  Board  would  not  consent  to  the  discharge 
and  this  scheme  had  to  be  abandoned,  k  further  scheme  was  prepared  to  convey 
the  sewage  from  the  area  by  a  gravity  sev/er  to  Lovrer  Gornal  v/orks,  but 
difficulty  v/as  experienced  in  deciding  on  a  route,  due  to  past,  present  and 
future  coal  and  fireclay  mining  in  that  locality,  A  satisfactory  scheme 
was  finally  arrived  at,  unfortunately  considerably  more  costly  than  the 
original  pumping  station  scheme,  and  this  siiould  be  put  under  construction  in 
the  Spring  of  1960, 
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SEY/AGE  DISPOS/i. 


The  construction  of  sludge  drying  "beds  and  pumping  equipment 
at  Lower  G-omal  Disposal  YYorks  v;as  completed  during  the  year  and  it  is  hoped 
such  vjorks  v\dll  improve  the  quality  of  the  effluent,  or  at  least  prevent  any 
further  deterioration  pending  the  construction  of  the  extension  works,  v/hich 
it  is  expected,  will  coiimence  in  the  Summer  of  I960, 

The  design  of  similar  extensions  at  Gospel  End  Sewage  Works 
were  placed  in  the  hands  of  Consulting  Engineers  and  their  preliminary  report 
is  expected  early  in  i960. 

Consideration  has  also  been  given  during  the  year  to  the  Beacon 
and  Eve  Lane  Works,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  district,  which  drain  to  the 
Trent  River,  Prom  time  to  time,  the  quality  of  the  effluent  has  not  been  all 
it  should  be,  indicating  among  other  things,  the  inadequacy  of  sludge  drying 
facilities.  The  design  of  additional  drying  beds  was  conmenced  during  the 
year  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  i960,  such  beds  mil  be  provided,  and  other 
matters  attended  to  with  a  view  to  improving  conditions, 

A  Sewage  Works  Foreman  was  appointed  to  take  up  his  duties  in 
January  i960  and  it  is  anticipated  that  by  more  competent  management,  an  all 
round  improvement  can  be  effected. 

Public  Conveniences. 

No  new  construction  "vas  undertaken  during  the  year.  Damage 
to  the  six  existing  public  conveniences  ms  slightly  less  than  in  previous 
years  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  trend  will  be  maintained, 

MUNICIP/iL  CEIETERY  /i^rD  CRSkbiTORim/I. 

The  lavn  type  Cemetery  at  Gornal  "Wood  administered  by  a 
Joint  Coiiinittee  of  the  Sedgley,  Dudley  and  Brierley  Hill  Councils  continued  to 
improve  in  beauty  by  the  efforts  of  the  Superintendent  and  Registrar,  Nr,  Rouse* 
A  large  greenhouse  was  constructed  during  the  year,  from  which  many  kinds  of 
plants  can  be  produced  to  enhance  the  beauty  and  dignity  of  the  cemetery,  and 
also  the  crematorium,  both  inside  and  out. 

Work  has  proceeded  during  the 'year  bn  the  construct  ion  of" 
the  Crematorium  building,  designed  for  the  Joint  Conmittee  by  I/lr,  John  Lewis, 
P,R,  I,B,A, ,  Borough  Architect  of  Dudley,  and  this  mil  be  one  of  the  finest 
examples  of  such  a  building  in  the  country.  There  have  been  some  unavoidable 
delays  in  the  construction  and  completion  is  now  likely  to  be  in  the  summer 
of  i960. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION. 


The  systematic  inspection  of  the  district  has  been  carried  out 
in  an  efficient  manner.  Details  are  given  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Health 
Inspector, 

HOUSING. 

Houses  completed  during  the  period  1st  January  to  the  31st 
December,  1959,  were:- 

Municipal  Houses  71 

Private  Houses  A15 

486 

Municipal  Estates  completed  or  nearing  completion  during 
the  year  were  Monument  Lane,  Sedgley,  and  Jockey  Fields,  Upper  Gornal,  and 
Musk  Lane,  Lo’v^/er  Gornal, 
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Private  estates  in  the  saiuc  category  vrere  Elizabeth  Avenue, 
and  Fighting  Cocks  Estate,  Goldthorn  Pairk,  and  The  Paddock,  Upper  Gornal, 

There  were  241  private  houses  actually  under  construction  at 
the  31st  December  1959* 

The  Housing  position  to  date  in  respect  of  Unfit  Houses  and 
of  jirogress  in  Demolition  and  Clearance  Areas,  is  given  in  greater  detail  in 
the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’ s  Report, 


CIEiPMGE  ilREAS, 

(a)  Confirmation  in  respect  of  the  follovdng  areas  has  nov/  been  received: - 

Kent  Street  No,  3  Clearance  Area. 

Kent  Street  No,  4  Clearance  /vrea. 

Ox  Street  and  Stone  Street  Clearance  Area, 

Pale  Street  Clearance  /rea, 

(b)  Official  representation  v/as  made  in  the  course  of  the  year  in  respect  of: 

Windmill  Street  No,  1  Clearance  lirea.  1st  September  1959* 
Windmill  Street  No,  2  Clearance  ibrea  1st  September  1959# 

Confirmation  is  still  awaited. 


mERlL  PUBLIC  lEALTH, 

I/ENTAL  miLTE  ACT,  1959. 

During  the  year  the  advent  of  this  Act  has  given  a 
re -orient  at  ion  and  new  approach  to  the  treatment  of  mental  ill-health  and 
disorders. 


In  the  treatment  of  mental  disorders  the  emphasis  is  to  be 
more  on  restoring  patients  to  the  community  than  on  isolating  them  for  too 
long  a  period  in  hospital. 

The  day  of  the  large  mental  hospitals  is  ending.  They  mil 
be  replaced  by  the  establishment  of  psychiatric  units  in  association  with 
the  existing  general  hospitals.  The  stigma  of  admission  to  v/hat  was  formerly 
recognised  as  a.  mental  institution  will  thus  be  remo'ved. 

There  vdll  be  a  two-way  approach  to  the  case  -  the  general 
practitioner  recognising  early  symptoms  in  his  patient  and  the  consultant 
psychiatrist  advising  as  to  appropriate  treatment. 

On  discharge  from  hospital  it  mil  fall  upon  the  Local  Health 
Authority  to  make  provision  for  such  services  as  after-care  hostels,  conmunity 
and  domiciliary  services,  rehabilitation  and  occupation  centres. 

As  it  is  the  faridly  doctor  v\rho  first  sees  the  patient  and 
as  it  is  to  him  it  is  hoped  he  or  she  Ydll  eventually  return,  there  vdll 
therefore  be  the  need  for  close  consultation,  co-ordination  and  co-operation 
by  the  hospital  psychiatric  unit  with  the  general  practitioner  all  the  ’vvay  -  . 
in  other  words,  there  must  be  a  linked  chain  from  admission  to  hospital  to 
discharge  to  the  community. 


R/DIATION  H/iZ/iRDS. 


As  predicted  in  my  report  of  last  year,  a  memorandum  has  now 
been  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  the  information 
of  Local  Authorities  in  respect  of  Governraent  action  on  Radioactivity,  It 
covers  the  points  I  raised  in  1938, 
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The  memorandum  sojiimarises  the  action  Y/liich  the  various  central 
government  agencies  concerned  with  radioactivity  have  in  hand  on  matters  in 
which  local  autherities  may  have  a  direct  or  indirect  interest, 

•’Apart  from  natural  sources  vdiich  have  alv/ays  been  present  - 
cosmic  radiation  and  the  existence  of  naturally  radioactive  material  in  the 
environment  ~  there  have  developed  a  variety  of  man-made  sources  from  which 
the  public  are  or  might  be  subject  to  irradiation,'’ 

I/Iinistry  regulations  are  in  preparation  to  cover  all- open 
sources  of  radiation  hazards  which  may  arise  from  radioactive  materials  used  in 
medical  equipoient,  factories,  industry  or  research,  and  from  radioactive  v/astes. 

As  regards  Fall-out,  countryvdde  and  local  surveys  are  now 
being  carried  out  in  respect  of  milk,  water,  green  vegetables,  potatoes  and 
flour  and  other  foods  vdth  a  viev/  to  keeping  a  close  \vatch  on  the  general  level 
of  radioactivity  in  the  national  diet. 

In  respect  of  the  monitoring  of  food  Sir  John  Charles, 

Chief  Medical  Officer,  in  an  accompanying  letter  to  the  memorandum,  is  of  the 
opinion  that  levels  so  far  detected  are  extremely  low  and  need  give  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  no  concern;  and  thus,  so  long  as  the  present  low  average 
levels  in  relation  to  fall-out  persist,  there  can  hardly  be  presumed  to  exist 
the  possibility  of  local  contamination  of  food  mthin  the  meaning  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  such  as  might  justify  local  monitoring  on  this  account. 


FLUORIDATION  OF  WATER  SUIPLIES. 

I  submitted  information  on  this  subject  in  my  report  for  1958* 
The  adoption  of  such  procedure  is  still  being  pursued  and  considered  at  all 
levels.  Some  action  and  decision  as  to  the  introduction  of  fluoride  to 
their  water  supplies  by  local  authorities  is  envisaged  as  likely  in  the  near 
future. 

The  J/Iinistry  has  issued  no  restraining  circular  or 
communication  as  to  the  adoption  by  authorities  of  fluoridation  but  has 
accepted  the  re co nine ndat ions  of  the  Mission  that  visited  ihnerica  to  study  the 
fluoridation  of  water  supplies  as  a  means  of  controlling  the  incidence  of 
dental  caries. 

The  Mission  recommended  that  pilot  schemes  should  first  be  • 
undertaken  in  a  selected  number  of  conmunities  and  those  experimental  trials 
are  now  being  carried  out  in  Kilmarnock,  Natford  and  Anglesey, 

No  report  on  those  schemes  has  yet  been  issued  as  far  as  I  am 
aware,  as  to  the  extent  of  the  benefit  to  be  derived,  nor  is  it  surprising 
that  a  report  has  not  yet  been  issued  as  it  is  a  period  of  perhaps  seven  to 
ei^t  years  that  will  be  required  to  assess  the  valuej  for  it  is  on  the 
condition  of  children’s  teeth  from  birth  to  eight  years  of  age  that  the 
observations  will  be  made* 

One  will  always  get  people  writing  letters  with  the  object  of 
initiating  controversy  and  fostering  opposition  to  any  contemplated  action, 
and  this  opposition  to  fluoridation  TOuld  appear  to  becoming  organised.  They 
reject  the  considered  opinion  of  such  bodies  as  the  7;’'orld  Health  Organisation, 
the  Medical  Research  Council  and  the  British  Dental  Association,  The  same 
people  would  probably  oppose  or  refuse  Smallpox  vaccination.  Polio  Vaccination, 
Diphtheria  Imraunisatioii  and  other  preventive  measures  now  in  use.  Of  course, 
as  to  those  procedures  it  is  conceded  the  position  is  not.  quite  the  same. 

There  the  individual  is  given  the  opportunity  of  acceptance  or  refusal,  V/hat 
is  objected  to  in  fluoridation  is  that  it  is  being  imposed  on  them  as  a  mass 
procedure  without  reference  to  acceptance  or  refusal,  a  deprivation  of 
p^ersonal  liberty. 
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Opposition  and  antagonism  to  fluoridation  emanate  from  the 
adult  v/ho  is  probably  no  longer  interested  in  his  teeth.  He  has  had  all  he 
is  likely  to  get  and  probably  lost  all  he  ever  had,.  It  is  the  general  good 
and  the  improvement  in  the  future  dental  condition  of  the  rising  generation 
that  has  to  be  tai^en  into  consideration. 


FOOD  HYOIEHB. 


In  my  report  of  last  year  I  made  observations  on  the  activities 
of  your  public  health  inspectors  in  ensuring  compliance  with  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regu.lations,  Throughout  the  year  the 3?'  have  continued  to  exercise  the  same 
vigilance  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  report  there  have  been  no  cases  of  food 
poisoning  in  the  district.  Nevertheless  it  might  be  informative  to  give  the 
view's  and  findings  which  Dr,  Cockburn  of  the  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory 
communicated  in  a  paper  to  the  recent  Health  Congress  on  the  incidence  of  food 
poisoning  in  England  and  Wales, 

He  pointed  out  that  whilst  there  had  been  a  fall  in  the  nuiriber 
of  general  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  during  the  last  decade,  and  v/hilst 
family  outbreaks  have  remained  at  a  steady  level,  sporadic  cases  (that  is, 
isolated  cases  unrelated  to  other  cases)  have  risen. 

In  regard  to  the  different  foods  associated  v/ith  outbreaks 
he  gave  the  follovd.ng  informative  table 


Associated  with  meat  , . ,  , . ,  * , , 

7Cfo 

n 

”  sweetmeats  ,«,  ,,. 

Qfo 

11 

fish  ,,,  ,,, 

1% 

11 

"  egg  &  egg  products,. 

G% 

tt 

”  milk  &  milk  products 

!>% 

tJ 

"  vegetables  , , ,  , • • 

l>fo 

11 

fruit  ,,,  ,,,  ,,, 

1% 

n 

"  other  foods  • • ,  • , • 

life 

He  particularly  pointed  out  that  processed  and  made-up  foods 
of  any  kind  were  always  potentially  dangerous.  Of  associated  meat  outbreaks 
were  of  this  description. 

Dr,  Betty  Hobbs,  of  the  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory,  in 
dealing  with  food  hygiene  and  the  prevention  of  food  poisoning  stressed  the 
need  for  more  refrigerated  storage  of  cooked  foods  and  heat  treatment  of  all 
milk.  Preventive  measures  included  education  and  supervision  and  training 
of  all  food  handlers  in  techniques  and  habits  which  wdll  avoid  transmitting 
infecting  organisms  from  nose,  throat  and  hand  lesions. 


SJviOKE  CONTROL  AND  CLEAN  AIR. 


The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  in  Circular  No. 

5/59 j  issued  in  January  1939?  has  asked  that  local  authorities  in  black  areas 
should  consider  their  domestic  smoke  problem  as  a  w/holo:  that  they  should 

decide  on  the  smoke  control  areas  that  -were  needed,  in  what  order  of  priority 
they  should  be  made,  and  hov/  many  years  it  was  likely  to  take  to  finish  the 
Job:  and  that  they  should  prepare  a  phased  programme  for  establishing  smoke 

control  areas  over  the  next  five  years.  This  is  wiiat  j^oui’  Council  is  now  doing. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 
directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  have  issued  an  informative  and 
instructive  reviev/  on  the  subject  of  mortality,  Fog  and  Atmospheric  Pollution 
and  I  take  the  liberty  of  conveying  to  you  some  abridged  extracts  pertinent 
to  the  Clean  Air  Act  and  to  the  Smoke  Control  areas  you  are  now  establishing 
in  your  urban  district. 
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’*As  the  clean  air  prograrame  progresses  the  various  proportions 
of  pollutants  should  be  reduced*" 

"It  vvasvonce  considered  that  the  oxides  of  sulphur  "were  the 
most  toxic  of  atmospheric  pollutants.  Now  evidence  is  accumulating  to  show 
that  it  is  the  black  suspended  matter  which  has  the  more  predominant  role," 

"Occurrence  of  fog  and  atmospheric  pollution  may  show 
coincidal  peaks," 

"Persistent,  dense,  smoke-polluted  fogs  are  associated  with 
serious  increases  in  mortality," 

In  one’s  enthusiasm  to  implement  the  Clean  Air  Act  one  should 
not  be  carried  away  with  the  idea  that  it  is  the  ’cure-all’  for  bronchitis 
and  chest  complaints. 

There  are  so  many  other  factors  involved,  such  as  nature  of 
occupation,  type  of  industry,  individual  constitutional  make-up,  familial 
tendency,  home  conditions  and  exposure  to  pathogenic  bacteria,  that  there  is 
no  guarantee  that  clean  air  as  visualised  by  the  mere  absence  of  smoke  will 
eliminate  bronchitis  and  chest  complaints. 

But  of  course  it  is  a  different  matter  when  the  attack  is  on 
’smog,’  •which  is  smoke  and  fog,  and  the  air  is  heavily  loaded  with  solids  in 
the  way  of  dust  particles,  soot  and  sulphur  dioxide  and  other  injurious  products 
of  combustion,  all  of  which  are  irritants  and  may  precipitate  chest  conditions 
or  accentuate  existing  chest  susceptibility.  And  therein  lies  the  object  of 
the  Clean  Air  Act  to  remove  the  irritants  and  impurities  in  the  air  which 
arise  from  combustion  as.  it  exists  to-day. 
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REPORT  OF  TrE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSIECTOR 


HOUSING. 


The  follov;-ing  table  shows  our  housing  progress  during  the 
year.  This  is  an  abstract  of  the  relevant  details  from  the  quarterly 
returns  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government, 

A.  Houses  Demolished, 


In  Clearance  Areas, 


Houses 


Demolished  1 

Persons 

Piamilies. 

(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ,,,  ,,, 

29 

52 

12 

(2)  Houses  on  land  acquired 
under  sec, 43(2) 

Housing  Act,  1937..  ... 

4 

11 

4 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas, 

(3)  As  a  result  of  formal  or 
informal  procedure  under 
sec, 17/1)  Housing  Act, 

1957  ...  ...  ...  «•.. 

14 

63 

20 

B,  Unfit  Houses  Closed, 

(4)  Parts  of  buildings 
closed  under  sec,  18, 
Housing  Act,  1957 

1 

4 

1 

C,  Unfit  houses  made  fit 

and  houses  in  vliich  defects 

were  remedied. 


(5)  After  informal  action  by 
local  authority  ,,, 


21 


In  Slum  Clearance,  a  year  is  a  very  short  period  in  viiich 
to  obtain  an  accurate  picture  of  what  is  taking  place,  I  give,  therefore, 
in  the  follovdng  tv/o  tables,  the  statements  submitted  quarterly  to  the 
Health  Coirmittee,  These  givb  the  position  at  the  list  December,  1959* 
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The  foregoing  tables,  in  the  main,  show  oompleted  action. 

In  addition,  it  is  necessary  to  record  that  action  under  the  Housing  Act  has 
been  initiated  on  a  further  number  of  individual  unfits  and  that  this  will  be 
a  continuous  process.  Moreover,  Clearance  /irea  action  is  also  proceeding 
rapidly.  In  addition  to  the  areas  detailed  in  the  last  table,  the  Ox  Street  - 
Stone  Street  area,  contaj.ning  24  houses,  and  the  Pale  Street  area,  containing 
27  houses,  have  both  been  conf'irmed  by  the  Ministry,  The  Windmill  Street  area, 
containing  25  houses,  is  awaiting  confirmation,  and  a  largo  area  in  the  Spills 
Meadow,  Inhedge  Street  area  of  86  houses  is  ready  for  forwarding,  to  the  Ministry, 

Preliminary  surveys  have  been  carried  out  in  a  number  of  other 
areas,  where  our  rate  of  progress  will  be  determined  solely  by  our  physical 
capacity  to  erect  new  houses  for  the  displaced  families. 

It  appears  that  there  vdll  be  no  end  to  our  work  under  the 
Housing  Act,  With  the  general  rise  in  the  standard  of  living,  families  are 
becoming  increasingly  unwilling  to  live  in  sub-standard  houses,  where  they  are 
rapidly  becoming  a  class  apart  and  one  vjhich  constitutes  a  minority  of  the 
population. 

The  objection  to  living  in  our  older  properties,  i,e,  those  of 
about  100  years  of  age,  is  no  longer  because  of  disrepair,  but  because  of  the 
lack  of  modern  amenities.  The  lack  of  modern  cooking  and  mshing  facilities 
is  increasing  in  importance.  The  old  wash-house  in  the  yard,  which  contains 
the  only  water  supply  is  nov/  becoming  a  serious  defect  in  itself,  ibid  the  row 
of  W,C,’s  at  the  bottom  of  the  yard  to  serve  several  houses  is  no  longer 
j tolerable  in  the  present  age. 

No  matter  how  good  the  house  itself  is,  the  lack  of  privacy 
iand  amenities,  such  as  described  above,  must  make  the  estimated  life  of  such  a 
jhouse  a  very  short  one.  It  is  also  noticeable  that  few  of  such  houses  are  in 
■themselves  really  desirable-  residences.  Their  internal  arrangement  is 
'obsolete  and  not  in  accord  with  present  day  standards.  The  front  door  opening 
directly  from  livingroom  on  to  street,  the  steep,  narrow,  winding  staircase, 
one  bedroom  leadj.ng  directl^r  into  the  other,  no  bathroom,  no  hot  water  supply, 

■all  these  constitute  serious  defects,  and  unfortunately,  defects  of  which  the 
Housing  Act  takes  little  account. 

This  changed  outlook  is  reflected  in  the  very  reduced  number 
of  notices  for  repair  issued  by  the  department.  All  the  v/orst  houses  have, 
of  course,  gone.  But  to-day,  tenants  of  poor  houses  are  seldom  interested  in 
complaining  to  the  department  about  disrepair.  I'lany  will  put  it  right  themselves 
others  prefer  to  keep  the  defects  as  a  lever  for  having  the  house  condemned, 
with  subsequent  rehousing. 


Improvements  G-rants, 

✓ 

Since  1955,  viien  we  approved  our  first  Improvement  Grant,  . 
a  total  of  69  applications  have  been  received  (5  during  1959)*  Of  these  69 
applications,  34  have  been  approved  for  Grant,  the  total  of  Grants  approved 
amounting  to  £6,001  (£1,156  during  1959). 

Applications  for  Standard  Grants  numbered  2,  the  total  maximum 
grants  permitted  in  these  cases  being  £250, 

It  is  obvious  that  these  Improvement  Grants  arc  not  being 
taken  advantage  of  to  any  extent  by  the  householders  in  this  district. 


Letting  of  Council  Houses. 

This  duty  is  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department,  and  is 
one  of  our  more  onerous  tasks. 
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The  waiting  list,  which  numbered  856  at  the  beginning  of  the 
3^ear,  stood  at  906  at  the  end  of  the  year.  This  figure,  however,  was  checked  by 
a  postal  survey  and  resulted  in  the  list  being  reduced  to  762, 

This  latter  figure  can  be  split  up  as  follows 


Applicants  in  lodgings  in  the  district  ,,, 
Applicants  in  lodgings  outside  the  district  ,,, 
Tenants  of  houses  in  the  district  ••• 

Applicants  for  1-bedroom  flats, . . 

Approved  cases  not  yet  rehoused,  . . . 


304 

35 

267 

97 

59 


762 


During  the  year,  all  new  houses  erected  were  subsidy-earning 
i,e,  for  slum  clearance  or  old  persons  flats,  and  this  has  been  the  case  since 
the  general  subsidy  on  Council  house  building  ceased.  Applicants  for  general 
need  houses  have  had  to  be  content  vdth  the  tenancy  of  voids  from  our  genorad 
pool  of  houses.  These  voids  are  b±  the  moment  numbering  about  30  pei’  annum. 

Although  the  core  of  our  housing  problem  is  the  number  of 
applicants  in  lodgings  in  the  district  (the  304  in  the  above  table)  and  which 
may  appear  to  be  small,  it  would  tc.ke  10  years  to  work  through  the  list  with 
only  subsidy  houses  being  erected.  Consequently,  the  Council  plan  to  erect 
houses  for  general  need  in  next  year’ s  prograuie  is  supported. 

During  1959?  a  total  of  159  families  were  given  accommodation. 
This  figure  included  slum  clearance  rehousing,  housing  from  the  application  list, 
and  the  transfer  of  families  to  more  suitable  accommodation. 


FOOD  INSPECTION  /ITD  HYGIENE. 

At  the  five  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  100^  meat 
inspection  was  maintained  throughout  the  year.  The  following  Table  shov/s  the 
aniLials  inspected  and  the  amount  condemned  as  unfit  for  food. 


(1)  Tuberculosis, 

Numb  er  Who le ' c  ar  case  s 

Inspected  condemned 

Part 

condemned 

Percentage 

affected 

Cattle 

(including 

calves) 

689 

3 

0.4 

Pigs 

4,191 

61 

1,4 

Sheep 

7,452 

- 

(11)  Other  Diseases, 


Number 

Inspected 

Whole  carcases 
condeiTined 

Part 

condemned 

Percentage 

affected 

Cattle 
( Including 
calves) 

689 

— 

375 

54.4 

Pigs 

4,191 

11 

210 

5,2 

Sheep 

7,452 

7 

1,731 

23.3 
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These  figures  show  quite  a  considerable  drop  from  the  previous 
year  in  the  number  of  cattle  killed.  If  the  rise  in  the  broiler  industry  is 
having  any  affect  on  the  meat  trade,  it  appears  to  be  at  the  expense  of  beef. 


There  is  a  further  drop  in  the  tuberculosis  figures  from  the 
previous  year,  and  v/e  seem  to  be  approaching  the  stage  when  tuberculosis  will 
become  a  rare  disease  in  our  slaughterhouses. 

The  high  figures  for  '’Part  condemned”  under  other  diseases  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  liver  is  so  often  affected  with  various  conditions 
which  make  it  unsaleable.  This  is,  of  course,  the  result  of  the  normal 
functioning  of  the  liver  as  a  filter,  and  in  no  way  affects  the  rest  of  the 
carcase, '  It  v/ill  be  noticed  that  cattle  and  sheep  are  the  most  likely  to  be 
affected,  through  their  grazing  habits,  whereas  pigs,  which  are  mainly  fed  on 
boiled  food,  are  comparatively  free  from  liver  troubles. 

The  total  amount  of  meat  condemned  in  the  slau^terhouses  during 
the  year  was  3  tons,  7  cwts,  3  lbs. 

The  preliminary  work  in  connection  with  the  preparation  of  our 
Slaughterhouse  Report  under  the  new  Regulations  was  gone  into  seriously  during 
the  year.  Much  work,  hov;ever,  remains  to  be  done  in  this  connection. 

All  the  food  premises  in  the  district  have  been  visited  on  more 
than  one  occasion  during  the  year;  a  number  of  them  have  liad  repeated  visits. 
These  visits  included  all  food  preparing  premises,  works  and  schaol  canteens, 
restaurants  and  snack  bars,  shops,  public  houses,  travelling  shops  and 
delivery  vans.  During  the  year  a  total  of  lOl  notices  were  served  for  minor 
infringements  of  the  Regulations,  Nothing  of  a  serious  nature  was  found. 

During  the  year  no  sampling  of  ice  cream  or  ice-lollies  was 
undertaken.  During  previous  years  the  results  of  such  samples  had  disclosed 
such  good  results  that  it  was  felt  that  no  good  purpose  would  be  served  by 
carrying  on  the  practice  with  such  regularity*  All  the  ice-cream  sold  in  this 
district  is  manufactured  by  large  firms  outside  the  area,  and  is  of  a 
nationally  high  standard.  Sampling  vdll,  however,  be  carried  out  from  time  to 
time  to  see  if  that  standard  is  maintained. 

During  the  year,  the  follomng  samples  were  taken  by  the  County 
Inspector  and  submitted  for  snalysis. 


MILK,  Tuberculin  Tested'.,.  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  15 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  ,,,  l6 

Pasteurised  .  ,,,  l6 

Sterilised  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  15 

T.T.  Channel  Island  (Pasteurised),,.  ,,,  10 


One  sample  of  pasteurised  milk  failed  to  pass  the  Methylene 
Blue  test.  All  the  other  samples  passed  the  various  tests  to  which  they 
were  submitted. 


GENERAL  FOODS. 


Number  of  samples  taken  64 
Number  of  samples  genuine  60 
Number  of  samples  adulterated  4 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  GENERAL  KJQDS. 

Cold  &  Influenza  Mixture 

Brewers  Yeast  Tablets  B.,P,C,  5  gr. 

Margarine 

Glucose  Liquorice  Bon-Bons 
Beef  Sausage  v/ith  preservative 
Lard 

Cranberry  Sauce 
Dessert  Pigs 


Fancy  Salmon; 

Trifle  Pack 
Kipper  Fillets 
Pineapple  Cubes  in  Syrup 
Fancy  Red  Salmon 
Vintage  Pure  Malt  Vinegar 
Pressed  Beef 
Pork  Pie 
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stewed  SteaJc  with  Gravy  (2  samples) 
Extract  of  Ginger 
Braniy  Snap 

Minced  Chicken  in  Jolly  . .  ■  ■ 

Tom&.to  Juice 

Coconut  Oil  B.P.C.  1949 

Aspirin  Tablets  B,P,  5  gr.  (2  samples) 

Orange  Squaeh 

Baked  Beans  vdth  Hamburgers  & 

Tomato  Sauce 

Beef  Stew 

Glucose  Barley  Sugar 
Sultana  Sponge  Pudding 

Pork  Sausage  with  preservative  (6  samples) 
Ready  Meal 
Milk  Loaf 
Ground  Ginger 

Sausage  containing  preservative 

Luncheon  Meat 

Apricot  Halves 

Pure  Malt  Vinegar 

Pure  American  Lard 

New  Zealand  Butter 

Farmhouse  Crunch 

Idlk  Chocolate  Crunch 


Ground  Almonds  (2  samples) 

Pork  &  Beef  Luncheon  Meat 
Instant  Icing  Mix 
Pancake  Mixture 
Apple  Dumpling 

Instant  Coffee  100^  Pure  (2  samples) 

Malt  Vinegar 

Ground  ilixed  Spice 

Health  Drink 

Ground  llhite  Pepper 

Tapioca  Flakes 

Beverage  Drink 

Red  Food  Colo\ir 

Gelatine 

West  Indian  Treacle 


PARTICUL/JIS  OF  /iDULTERATED  SAI'.lPEES 


90  C/Q  ~  Stewed  Stealc  vith  Gravy  -  Formal 

Contains  91*4^  meat  and  sliould  contain  not 
less  than  751^  meat, 

10  C/S  ~  Stev;ed  Steak  with  Gravy  Informal 

Contains  54*6^  meat  and  should  conta.in  not 
less  than  75/^  meat, 

89  C/S  ~  Beef  Stew  -  Formal  ~  contains  28, 
meat  and  should  have  a  minimum  meat  content 
of  37|^. 


V\rhole  question  of 
standards  for  tinned  meat 
referred  to  the  County 
Councils  Association  by 
Staffs,  County  Council, 


94  C/S  Milk  Loaf  -  Formal  -  amount  of  milk 
solids  present  in  sample  insufficient  to 
justify  the  description  Milk  Loaf, 


Whole  matter  before  the 
Food  Standards  Comnittee 
at  present. 


Finally,  I  give  below  a  list  of  the  various  foodstuffs 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consuTiption,  These  were  examined  and  condemned 
by  this  department  in  the  various  sliops  vd.thin  the  district. 


Tins  of  Fruit  , 
Tins  of  Meai.  , 
Tins  of  Tomatoes 
Tins  of  Peas  ■  , 

Tins  of  Milk  • 
Tins  of  Soup  , 
Tins  of  Pish  , 
Tins  of  Beans  , 
Chee  se . ,  . , ,  , 

Frozen  Steak,  , 


52 
27 
25 
19  ' 

12 

4 

2 

3 

8  lbs, 
10  pkts. 


In  addition,  there  were  condemned  large  quantities  of  food-stuff s 
too  numerous  to  list,  -  which  had  been- damaged  by  flooding.  The  wholesale  value 
of  the  foodstuffs  thus  condemned  was  £471*  12s,  3b* 
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PUBLIC  CIE/iNSILC. 


Throughout  the  year  the  public  cleansing  service  continued  to 
function  smoothly  and  satisfactorily,  Althoiigh  the  district  is  expanding 
rapidly  a  weekly  service  was  maintained  throughout  the  year  by  a  re-organisation 
of  the  rounds.  It  was  agreed  to  add  a  fourth  collection  round  on  a  part  time 
basis  to  the  existing  three  rounds,  whidi  meant  the  engaging  of  one  extra  man 
and  an  additional  vehicle.  The  new  vehicle  has  not  yet  been  received. 


It  v/as  interesting  to  note  that  we  were  actually  working  with 
fewer  men  than  in  1945  "vdien  the  population  was  20,970  (at  present  26, 260 )  and 
the  number  of  houses  5,73^  (a-t  present  8,239)*  The  figures  v\/ere 


Number  of  binmen 
Number  of  drivers 


Number  on  sadvage 


1945 

13 

4 


2 


1959 

12 

5 


1 


liii  extra  vehicle  had 
enabled  more  v/ork  to  be 
done  v/ithout  increasing 
the  labour  force. 


Ni.Tiriber  on  tip 


4 


2  This  reduction  due  to 

mechanization. 


Ashpits,  chemical 
closets. 


Foreman 


2 


1  Due  to  conversions,  with 

consequent  reduction  in 
number, 

,  1  ... 


Rodent  operator 

and  other  work,  -  1 


25  23 


The  main  credit  for  this  reduction  in  labour  force  must 
go  to  our  bin  bonus  scheme  Mhich  continued  to  be  a  most  successful  incentive. 

Labour  difficulties  v/ere  not  apparent  during  the  year  and 
there  was  i^ractically  no  change  in  personnel.  In  fact,  during  the  period 
under  review,  only  one  man  left  the  department  and  tvo  others  were  engaged. 
There  was  comparatively  little  absence  from  sickness  during  the  year,  the 
figure  being  a  total  of  1,431  hours  lost,  or  an  average  of  about  l-g-  weeks  per 
man,  'V'/hen  it  is  remembered  that  the  men  have  to  be  out  in  all  weathers  and 
that  the  sickness  scheme  allov/es  them  13  weeks  absence  with  pay,  it  says  much 
for  the  conscientiousness  of  our  men  -vdien  the  absence  rate  is  as  low  as 
weeks. 


During  the  year  the  tip  at  Holloway  Street  was  completed  and 
we  moved  back  to  our  Humphrey  Street  site  to  put  the  final  layer  on.  Further 
tipping  sites  viere  looked  into  during  the  year  and.  preliminary  approaches  made. 

The  amounts  received  during  the  year  from  the  sale  of 
salvageable  material  was  as  follows:- 


Paper  ,,,  ,,,  . . .  £  389 

"  •  U  V.  ►  .  J  - 

Scrap  Metal  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  42 

Tins  ,,,  ,,,  . . .  39 

Rags  ,.,  . . .  ,,,  9 


£  679 
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The  market  for  v^aste  paper  v/as  not  good  during  the  year,  and 
that  for  tins  "became  so  "bad  that  v/e  ceased . to  ..salvage  this  materiad. 

Vfith  regard  to  the  costs  of  the  cleansing  service,  the  returns, 
published  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  G-overnment,  show  that  once  again 
Sedgley’ s  costs  are  below  the  national  average.  Any  costs  can,  of  course,  be 
kept  dov/n  by  reducing  the  standard  of  service,  for  example,  fortnightly  collections 
or  kerb-side  collection.  These  methods  are  not  ad'^pted  in  Sedgley, 

These  costs  are  given  below,  viiere  it  should  be  pointed  out  that 
costs  per  ton  of  refuse  can  be  most  misleading  as  it  is  obvious  that  most  dj.stricts 


over-e  stimated 

the  weight  of 

their  refuse. 

Sedgley 

Average 

Average 

Urban 

all 

Districts 

Authorities 

Weight  per  1000 

px)pulation  per 

day 

11+, S  tons 

20,1  tons 

17,6  tons 

Costs  per  ton. 

Collection 

jS/ld. 

3o/7a. 

36/lOd. 

Disposal 

3/ 2a. 

2/lOd. 

6/-d, 

Costs  per  1000 

pop. 

Collection 

£481 

£558 

£592 

Disposal 

£  42 

£  54 

£105 

Costs  per  1000 

premises 

Collection 

£1,464 

£1,712 

£1,794 

Disposal 

£128 

£165 

£320 

Aai.40SPH5RIC  POUjUTION, 

Smoke  from  industry  is  not  a  serious  problem  in  this  district  as 
the  area  is  largely  residential. 

The  hospital  chimney,  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  still  continued 
to  give  trouble  during  the  year  and  the  nev/  plant  has  not  yet  been  installed. 
Continual  pressure  on  the  Hospital  Board  continues  and  wc  have  a  promise  of  early 
action  on  their  part. 

Two  brick  works,  both  of  which  cause  some  nuisance,  are  nov/  the 
responsibility  of  the  Alkali  Inspectorate, 

Our  Smoke  Control  Area  No.  1,  which  consists  of  512  houses  in  an 
area  of  6o,kh-  acres,  was  confirmed  during  the  year.  A  great  amount  of  v/ork  has 

been  under talcen  in  connection  mth  conversions  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  these  were 
proceeding  steadily. 

At  the  same  time,  work  was  going  on  in  our  No,  2  Smoke  Control  Area, 
situated  on  the  vandY/ard  side  of  oiir  district.  This  is  a  large  area  of  some  425 
acres,  with  about  600  houses  at  present,  5^  o"  which  are  Council  o^vned  houses.  It 
is  an  area  of  rapidly  expanding  development  and  vail  eventually  contain  many  more 
house  s. 
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This  area  was  approved  by  the  Council  during  the  year  and  has  been 
given  provisional  clearance  by  the  :,Iinistry, 

During  the  year,  the  Council  also  provisionally  approved  a  five  year 
prograirane  of  Snioke  Control  Areas,  the  intention  being  to  make  one  control  area 
each  year.  At  this  rate,  the  \jhole  district  vdll  be  covered  in  ID  years, 

MlSCEILAilEOUS  imTTERS, 

The  general  pattern  of  our  work  seems  to  be  changing  gradually  with 
the  years,  but  it  is  only  when  one  looks  back  that  the  difference  becomes  so 
obvious.  The  old  conception  of  an  inspector  going  round  his  district  looking  for 
nuisances  is^gone  completely.  However  desirable  this  may  be,  it  is  quite  impossibl 
v/ith  our  present  staff  and  the  Y;ork  v/e  have  in  hand.  Equally  a  tiling  of  the  past 
is  the  inspector  visiting  premises  on  receipt  of  complaints  and  issuing  notices 
galore. 

The  complaints  we  receive  to-day  rarely  call  for  notices.  It  is 
seldom  that  v/e  find,  even  in  houses  which  v/c  are  dealing  with  as  unfit  for 
habitation,  the  leaking  roofs,  the  broken  plasteri<=»rk,  the  defective  floors  and 
stairs,  and  the  other  signs  of  dilapidation  and  neglect  that  were  so  coirmon  not  so 
many  years  ago.  It  is  by  such  a  comparison  over  a  number  of  years  that  we  can 
truly  see  the  enormous  improvement  that  has  taken  place  in  the  housing  standards 
of  our  pe  ople , 

The  same  improvement  is  noticed  in  the  sphere  of  insect  pests, 
once  such  a  common  feature  of  our  poorer  houses.  Bugs,  fleas  and  cockroaches, 
at  one  time  £ilmost  met  mth  daily,  are  practically  never  seen  to-day.  Mice, 
once  accepted  as  permanent  lodgers,  in  countless  houses  now  give  rise  to  urgent 
calls  to  the  department  if  they  are  even  suspected,  A  single  rat,  seen  crossing 
the  laTiTij  'now  causes  consternation,  v/hen  not  so  many  years  ago  it  v/ould  have  been 
accepted  as  part  of  the  rural  scene. 

Infectious  diseases,  at  one  time  almost  the  principal  job  in  a 
health  department,  is  now/  relegated  to  the  roll  of  miscellaneous  matters  which 
occur  from  time  to  time.  Some  of  our  younger  inspectors  find  it  difficult  to 
realise  that  to  have  JO  or  40  notifications  of  infectious  disea.ses  each  week  all 
requiring  visiting  and  subsequent  action  v/as  once  a  coirmon  thing  in  a  district  abou 
the  size  of  Sedgley, 

The  inspection  of  drains,  once  the  favourite  subject  for  the  sneers 
of  the  man  in  the  street  or  the  music  hall  comedian,  is  another  thing  of  the 
past,  Y/e  now  go  years  without  looking  at  a  drain. 

Today,  our  work  is  divided  into  a  number  of  specialised  and  highly 
technical  matters  -  housing  in  all  its  aspects,  food  hygiene,  atmospheric 
pollution  and  public  cleansing.  To  this  must  be  added  an  ever  increasing  amount 
of  paper  w/ork,  the  wariting  of  reports  and  form-filling.  Although  progress  lias 
been  spectacular  in  tte  last  ten  years  or  so,  it  is  sometimes  felt  that  it  might 
have  been  even  greater  if  more  time  could  be  spent  on  actual  constructive  work 
and  less  on  detailing  v;hat  we  have  done  in  pages  of  statistics  which  often  mean 
very  little.  This,  of  course,  goes  for  this  report  as  v/ell. 

To  add  to  the  figures,  during  the  year  the  inspectors  carrae  d 
out  a  total  of  4^592  inspections,  and  served  271  notices.  In  addition,  3^2 
re-inspections  were  made  to  properties  already  under  notice,  a.nd  214  v/ere  found 
to  have  been  complied  with. 

The  Report  on  Factories  Acts  inspections  made  during  the  year 

is  appended. 

In  conclusion,  my  best  thanks  must  be  given  to  the  staff  and  the 
workmen  for  their  loyal  co-operation  and  excellent  v/ork  throughout  the  year, 

Y/ithout  their  efforts,  the  v/ork  could  not  ha.ve  been  done,  I  also  v/ish  to  thank 
the  Health  and  Housing  Comittees,  and  the  Council  as  a  whole  for  their  support  and 
for  their  progressive  policy  which  has  made  the  year’s  work  so  satisfying, 

D.  J.  W.  ROffiRTSON, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 


September,  i960. 
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FACTORIES  /iCTS,  1937  to  1959> 

Fart  I  of  the  Act. 

1*  INSFECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 

made  hy  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

PREMISES 

on 

Rogi ster 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupier  s 
Prosecuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  l,2,3j4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

6 

11 

0 

0  1 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  Local 
Author! ty 

70 

119 

8 

0  1 

(iii) 

Other  prenises  in 
which  Section  7  is 

enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-ATOrkers’  prer.iises) 

15 

15 

0 

0  1 

91 

145 

8 

0  1 

2*  Cases  in  viiich  lEFECTS  v^ere  found. 

I  Nuinber  of  cases  in  Vvhich  defects 

Particulars  i . ^ . T«ere...  found . 

i  i  Referred 


:  To  H.M.  ;  By  H.M. 
i  Found  ■  Remo died :  Inspector  Inspector 


Huhiber '  of . 

cases  in 
viiich 
pro sec¬ 
tions  v/ere 
instituted 


Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

Other  offences  against 

the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
outwork) 


5 


5 

2 


5 

2 


0 

0 


1 

8 
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